
Friday of the Lord' Passion 

Good Friday is for me the most challenging element of the 
three-day celebration of the Paschal Mystery we began last 
night. It is difficult enough to have to confront again the murder 
of an innocent, good and holy man, but on Good Friday the 
death of Jesus is presented as a moment of glory and that's even 
harder to come to terms with. 
Paradoxes are always uncomfortable, especially for us who like 
to have things cut and dry, squared away, and with no loose ends 
showing. The paradox of one person's suffering being the source 
of salvation for all the others does not allow that. It renders us 
speechless, as the first reading says, and makes us ponder. 
We find that where this all seemed headed has taken a dramatic 
turn, and then another, until we are left simply with only one 
option. We have to quit trying to guess God's next move. 
In the account of Jesus' crucifixion, we have all manner of 
people thinking they see the outcome. The clamor of the chief 
priests and the crowds will not stop until Pilate arrives at the 
conclusion that he has no other choice but to put Jesus on the 
cross. He conversation with Jesus allows him no out. Jesus does 
not bow before Rome, but shows himself willing to undergo 
execution for what Pilate knows not. His offer of some way out 
is left unaccepted. 
Instead, Jesus embraces the path of suffering. He sees the 
paradox for what it is, the path to glory, not the glory of arriving 
at the right hand of the Father, we're much too early in the story 
for that, but the glory of being the fulfillment of all God said he 
would do: providing a light to the nations by means of fidelity to 
God's will; not shying away, not cutting a deal, not flinching in 
the face of the ultimate sacrifice. 



The glory of the cross lies in the fidelity of the crucified, who 
shows even by the details of carrying his own cross, that he is in 
charge of the moment. In John's Gospel, Jesus last words are "It 
is finished." His life has not been taken. He has given it over. 
That is an example that is so hard to follow. We want suffering 
to be over, and oftentimes will take steps to short-circuit the 
process of growth that carries some suffering with it in order for 
that to happen. 
How long does a pandemic last, for example? When is the 
suffering over? It depends. We are obviously in a much different 
place today than we were at this time last year. Last year I 
celebrated Good Friday in an empty church, with only four 
others present and cameras for a congregation. We did not know 
then how much suffering lay ahead, only that things were 
trending to the worse rather than the better. 
This time around many of us are confident that, because of 
modern medicine, we are not in any great danger of getting sick. 
But is the pandemic over for us? It would be folly to think we 
know the answer. There are always new developments: long-
term consequences for many who contracted the disease; the 
mental health toll that so much isolation has taken on others, 
whether they got sick or not; economic consequences; not to 
mention the fact that a great many people in the world still have 
no path out of the original danger. The vaccine will not arrive 
for them for some months yet. 
What happens if we proclaim "mission accomplished" while the 
war is still raging? It can only lead to us being surprised by the 
further unfolding of events. That's true in general and not just in 
the time of a pandemic. 
Jesus was not surprised by what was happening. He saw it 
coming and embraced it because he understood that doing so, 



drinking the cup of suffering to the bitter end, was the only way 
to truly win the victory. Death itself had to be vanquished. We 
glorify him because he was true to the very end in fulfilling the 
mission the Father had sent him to complete. 
We, the beneficiaries of his great act of love, must now come to 
terms with the commission we have received: not to be satisfied 
with having gotten through the last crisis, whatever it was, but to 
continue to hold fast to the message of the Gospel and do the 
work that is ours to do, even in the face of the suffering it brings, 
to see that the victory Christ has won for us reaches to the very 
ends of creation. 
 
 
 


